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National Trust coach tours take off

Following a successful trial last year with Just Go! Holidays the National Trust can announce it has rolled out a range of National Trust coach breaks across England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

With an estimated nine million people taking a coach tour last year Just Go! Holidays and the National Trust are anticipating big demand from people eager to explore National Trust places a little further from home. [1] 

There are twenty unique National Trust breaks to choose from and with a national network of more than a thousand local pick-ups the tours are designed to make travelling to new places as easy as possible. 

Tours vary between three and seven days and include: Society Scandal in the South East, taking in Basildon Park, The Vyne and Cliveden, a tour of Northern Ireland with iconic sites such as Giant’s Causeway and Carrick-a-Rede island to discover, Landscape Gardens and Ghosts in the South West, and Romans and Rugged Northumberland which stops at historic Hadrian’s Wall, as well as Seaton Delaval Hall, Wallington, Cherryburn and Cragside. 

Rod Hebden, Head of Corporate Partnerships at the National Trust said, “With the support of Corporate Partners like Just Go! Holidays the National Trust can continue its work protecting historic places and green spaces, and opening them up for ever, for everyone.” 

He added, “In these carbon-and-credit conscious times National Trust coach tours will enable more people to explore the amazing places in the National Trust’s care. With coach breaks visitors can turn a few hours into a few days and discover parts of the country they may not normally travel to.”
As a charity completely independent of Government the partnership will raise valuable revenue for the National Trust with Just Go! Holidays giving £10 for every person that books a tour.
National Trust members also benefit from the partnership with savings of up to £55.00 when booking a National Trust Just Go! Holidays tour. Standard holiday breaks will start from £179.99 and including bed, breakfast and dinner in a quality hotel, three full-day excursions and return coach travel. [3]

Luis Arteaga CEO of Just Go! Holidays, said “We are delighted to be expanding our range of National Trust coach breaks in 2012. Half of the customers that travelled on the National Trust breaks last year had never travelled by coach before and with it now costing upwards of £70 to fill up at the pump, holidaying by coach is the best value option for millions of people.”  
“These tours offer the opportunity to visit some of the National Trust’s most spectacular houses, gardens and beautiful landscapes as well as other great attractions, as part of a relaxing holiday experience.” 
For full details of tours and itineraries, go to www.justgoholidays.com/nt or call 08448 22 34 60
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Notes to editors:

[1] Coach tourism is one of the UK’s biggest travel sectors. Around nine million people take a coach tour each year while in the UK, coaches contribute £2.35 billion to the UK economy.  http://coachtourismcouncil.com/ 
[2] For full details of tours and itineraries, go to www.justgoholidays.com/nt
[3] As National Trust membership entitles members to free entry to over 300 houses and gardens, members pay a reduced price for these holiday breaks
With more than 250,000 hectares of countryside and 710 miles of coastline across England, Wales and Northern Ireland there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors with the National Trust. The charity is one of the most important nature conservation organisations in Europe. It promotes environmentally friendly practises and cares for the diverse and rare wildlife that lives on its land. It also looks after for more than 300 houses and gardens, from workers cottages to stately homes, preserving not only buildings but the stories of the people who lived there. These spaces inspire the Trust’s 4 million members, 61,000 volunteers and 5 million other visitors every year. 

As a major landowner, the Trust is committed to producing healthy, local, seasonal food on its farms, allotments and kitchen gardens – much of which can be sampled in its 150 restaurants. The commercial arm of the organisation raises money via shops, holiday cottages, and other activities to support its vital conservation work.

